“Tarik El-Jdideh”, Arabic for “the new road,” is the
name of a neighborhood in southern Beirut. Originally
a sandy hill, its urbanization started in the 1920s, and
the area underwent many waves of construction be-
tween the 1950s and 1970s known as the modern
period.

Historically, the inhabitants of Tarik El-Jdideh enjoyed
a natural relationship with the pine forest known as
“Horsh Beirut,” the largest green space in the capi-
tal, and the trees of which were spread across Tarik
El-Jdideh area. Horsh Beirut hosted their gatherings,
festivities, and traditions.

However, Horsh Beirut was closed to the public after
the civil war and remained so for more than two de-
cades, almost losing its special relationship with the
neighborhood. Its gates were finally reopened to the
public in September 2015 due to popular pressure.

Tariq El-Jdideh map in the 20s.
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Tariq El-Jdideh map in the 60s.



Tariq El-Jdideh actual map.

Today, Tarik El-Jdideh is the most densely populated
neighborhood of Beirut. Its public spaces are either
neglected, or their proper functions have been over-
ridden by other more urgent needs; even its sidewalks
are too often misused as parking for cars.

Our project, “Tarik Jdideh to Horsh Beirut” aims at re-
viving the neighborhood’s connection with its public
spaces and landmarks, particularly Horsh Beirut. This
offers an opportunity to shed light on the neighbor-
hood’s landmarks and history, and a chance to inform
the general public about its intricate urban fabric.

In addition to documenting the activities of the proj-
ect, this booklet’s mission is to facilitate self-guided
urban tours of the neighborhood through the stories
of 18 landmarks selected and told by youth of the lo-
cal community.

Finally, we hope that our work can serve as a valuable
resource for similar projects across Beirut that would
nurture the development of an intimate relationship
between citizens and their city.






Strategy
of intervention

Objectives

- Engage youth from Tarik El-Jdideh in constructive
activities and enhance their sense of community
engagement.

- Identify landmarks in Tarik El-Jdideh and tell their
stories.

— Enhance a path leading from Tarik El-Jdideh to
Horsh Beirut by intervening on the public space.

The project’s team first recruited 30 youth from un-
privileged neighborhoods in Tarik El-Jdideh. We then
worked on fostering their teamwork skills and com-
munity engagement, in addition to increasing their
awareness about the importance of public spaces
through a series of workshops. We then organized
three guided tours and drew their attention to the
neighborhood’s history, which is embedded in the ar-
chitecture of the different buildings.

Next, the participants were asked to identify a series
of landmarks varying from ephemeral to monumental,
religious to secular, educational to commercial. They
researched the history of each “place” by conducting
fieldwork and interviews with the local community.

We then used the collected stories to create individ-
ual signage for each landmark to be installed on site.
In addition, we recognized Makkawi Street, a prom-
enade from Tarik El-Jdideh Street to the entrance of
Horsh Beirut, which would benefit from delicate reha-
bilitation by means of soft landscaping.
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The Shouf stop began operating as a bus
terminal at the Cola Roundabout in 1995, to
compensate for the country’s lack of nation-
al public transport. In the past, buses would
depart from terminals in Borj Square in down-
town Beirut. With the outbreak of the civil war
in 1975, the stops were decentralized and
scattered to different areas in the city.

Buses departing from the Shouf stop ter-
minate in 25 different villages, with students
and employees in the security forces and the
civil sector relying on their services.

Previously, the government wouldn’t
grant licenses for transport vehicles to stop
at the Cola Roundabout. Currently, a large
stop serving the general public is being
planned for the future under the supervi-
sion of the Council for Development and
Reconstruction, previewed to begin operat-
ing in five years’ time.

Buses depart from the Shouf stop at dif-
ferent times in order to meet the various work
schedules of passengers and at fares appro-
priate for those of modest financial means.
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Beirut Arab University was built next to
the Sand Prison that had been erected by
the French authorities during their mandate.

The area was mostly covered with sand
dunes, stretching all the way to Makassed
Hospital. At the beginning of the 1950s, a
French urban planner, Ecochard drew up the
plans for the area known today as Tarik El-
Jdideh.

In 1948, the Barr wa lhsan Islamic
Association established the Jamil Rawass
school to serve the community and then,
with the increasing population density in the
area, it decided to establish another second-
ary school next the Sand Prison in 1954. The
association received both financial and sci-
entific assistance from Gamal Abdul Nasser
through Fahim Abu Obey, Al-Azhar Affairs
Adviser in Lebanon at the time. The school
was then turned into a university and given
the name Beirut Arab University.

The university began its work in 1960,

during the presidency of Fouad Chehab, pre-
dating the Lebanese University.
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Named after its owner, Hassan al-Sidani,
the café is housed in an old building known
as the Al-Khalil Building on Dameriji Street,
near the Beirut Arab University. Previously a
store selling toys and games, it reopened as
a café in 1954. Its usual clientele, with rare
exceptions, are the older folks in the neigh-
borhood, who while their time away from the
preoccupations of family and work, playing
cards, sipping at coffee and tea, and, of
course, puffing away at narguilehs. Every so
often, one of their voices will call out to the
waiter: “a coal, boy!” Sometimes, one of the
customers, losing at a game, might raise his
voice above the usual hubbub in anger, as
the others calm him down by reminding him,
“It’s just a game!” And if you look to the walls
of the café, you'll find them covered with
photographs, some of them old — Martyr's
Square, the old Beirut Souks — and some of
them more recent, dating back to the time of
the late Prime Minister Rafic al-Hariri.

Beirut Arab
University
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Beirut Fire Brigade
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The Beirut Fire Brigade was established
in 1955, around 60 years ago. It is equipped
with fire trucks outfitted with 30,000 L capac-
ity water tanks, an automatic extendable lad-
der as well as special cars for the firefighters.

The fire department premises are always
prepared for emergencies, with a room for
firefighters to sleep in, an exercise room, a
lunchroom, a fully-equipped kitchen, a TV
room, and of course, an emergency pole for
faster access. The department also has a
landline for employee use.

In addition, there is a special station for
fire trucks with diesel fuel and gasoline on
hand, as well as a garage for vehicle main-
tenance.
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The area was once entirely covered with
sand, including the place where the Beirut
Municipal Stadium now stands. There were
Ghazzar plants everywhere, a sort of small
shrub, according to Abu Khaled, who is nine-
ty years old.

“It was the French who built the Municipal
Stadium,” says Abu Khaled. “First, they
brought wood and stacked it in the location.
Then, in 1935, or 1936, they started construc-
tion in partnership with the local authorities.”

Most of the construction work was done
by 1940, and then completely finished up
when they began using the stadium for
games and activities. They built two terraced
stands for seating out of concrete, one east-
erly and the other westerly, and that’s when
the stadium took on its current shape.

Different groups and organizations in
the area took to holding their activities and
events at the stadium. The Makassed Islamic
Association, for example, mounted a number
of events there during the 1950s. Many hol-
iday prayers were also held at the stadium,
such as those for Eid al-Adha in 1971, when
large crowds of people arrived to take part in
the celebrations, which included distributing
food to the poor. During the Israeli invasion of
Beirut in 1982, the Lebanese religious leaders
of all confessions assembled in the municipal
stadium to convey the unity and solidarity of
all the Lebanese people against the invasion.

When Independence Day celebrations
were held at the stadium, it would be trans-
formed into a sort of military barracks, teem-
ing with the gear and equipment of the army
and gendarmerie.

The Municipal Stadium also saw a num-
ber of games and different sports competi-
tions, such as bodybuilding competitions,
long jump and wrestling. Between 1955 and
1960, there were competitions between a
number of world-class wrestlers, including
Najib Yassine and Edmond el-Ziini.

People flocked to the stadium from all
corners of Lebanon, from Ashrafieh and
Damour to Saida and Tripoli. “There are great
memories attached to the stadium, because
it gathered people from everywhere and all
walks of life,” says Abu Khaled.

Two sports clubs had their home grounds
in the neighborhood, Nejmeh and Ansar,
before the former was later relocated to the
Raouche area. Most of the competitions be-
tween the two clubs, however, were held at
the Municipal Stadium.

“Sometimes they even showed fims at
the Stadium,” reminisces Younes, another
older gentleman. “Though entrance wasn'’t
free, some people would sneak in over the
walls and barriers to get to the roof (in the
past, the stadium had a roof) to be able to
watch the film, or to look out at the view of
the sea. We would dangle our legs in the air
without fear,” he says, “but those days are
over now.”
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Located near the Beirut Municipal
Stadium, Abu Shaker Piazza has been known
by that name since 1950, after Ibrahim
Qoleilat, nicknamed “Abu Shaker.” Qoleilat
is one of those famous Beiruti personali-
ties and was a leader of the independent
Nasserist party the Murabitoon. Before that,
the Piazza was called Abu Rashed Piazza,
after an eminent person from the area, and
was once known for its spaciousness and
the old buildings surrounding. The Hassan
Khaled Association (that of the late Mufti) has
been tending to the Piazza for the last thir-
ty years, planting trees, erecting fences and
renovating part of it into a private parking lot
for the Association, and has also secured an
electricity generator to provide power to the
Association’s premises as well as to some
surrounding buildings. The municipality un-
dertook none of this work, which was all for
the benefit of neighborhood residents. Abu
Shaker Piazza lends the surrounding neigh-
borhood an air of harmony and camaraderie,
with a special traditional character that dis-
tinguishes it from the atmosphere of other
neighborhoods in Beirut.
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The Omar Bin Al-Khattab Highschool,
previously the Farouk High School, was es-
tablished in the 1930s by Birr wa Ihsan Islamic
Association and Makassed Association.
Initially, it admitted only boys until around a
decade ago, when it became a co-ed school.

Mr. Faysal Chehab, a former student in
the school and is now in his sixties, recounts
the high quality education that characterized
the school, adding “our school used to have
a modern chemistry laboratory for its stu-
dents while tuition fees were kept semi-free”.
“Later a printing house was founded and |
became its director” he added with a laugh.
He also recalled how classes were suspend-
ed for the noon prayer, and students headed
towards the neighboring Imam Ali Mosque
for prayers.

Yearly, Quranic competitions on memoriz-
ing and citing the Quran were held under the
supervision of Cheikhs from Dar Al-Fatwa,
and students who were able to learn the
Quran were rewarded by a certificate by Dar
Al-Fatwa. The Muslim scouts also had an of-
fice at the school, which was later transferred
to the Makassed scouts.
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The Imam Ali bin Abi Taleb mosque was
established in 1931.

The Mosque sustained damage during
the Israeli invasion of Beirut, and was re-
constructed in 1983 during the tenure of
his Excellency the Mufti of the Republic of
Lebanon Sheikh Hassan Khaled. In 1993, af-
ter the end of the civil war, it was renovated
by Prime Minister Rafic Hariri, and a hall for
women and an elevator were added to the
Mosque.

It is among the oldest mosques in Beirut,
located in an area with a traditionally Muslim
majority. It has always been an inclusive
space, taking no political side, and affiliated
with the religious authority of Dar al-Fatwa.

The mosque houses the headquarters
of the Sunni Sharia Court, and from 1985
to 1996, it housed the headquarters of the
Islamic Endowments before they moved to
the Dar al-Fatwa building in Aisha Bakkar
neighborhood in 1996.

The Mosque has borne witness to a
number of significant events, including the
protests against the security decisions of the
February 6, 1984 uprising, as well as more re-
cently, other political demonstrations against
regimes in neighboring countries and against
Israeli attacks on Palestinian territories.
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Doghan Café
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Doghan café is one of Tarik el-Jdideh’s
most famous, known for its social diversity
and its traditional character. It has been serv-
ing the neighborhood for over one hundred
years.

The café was once an abandoned garage
by the side of the road that Abdulrahman
Doghan set about renovating, turning it into
a spot where neighborhood residents would
come to entertain themselves. The café wel-
comes visitors of all ages, especially the el-
derly, some of whom have been frequenting it
for over 60 years.

Inside, the café comprises a lounge where
people play cards and an open kitchen where
narguilehs, coffee and tea are prepared. It has
high ceilings supported by wide, exposed
support beams. The edges of the columns in
the café are decorated with intricate inscrip-
tions. Its windows are distinctive for their tra-
ditional architecture and glass that has never
been changed.

Most of the café’s features and objects
have been left intact to preserve its traditional
character. A wooden cage with a parrot inside
it hangs from one of the beams, there are old
copper narguilehs of all shapes and sizes,
and the mill used to grind the coffee is still the
original ancient model used in the early days.

Of special note: the café has a tourist li-
cense and one permitting card play.

As the owner likes to repeat: “He who
does not preserve his past won't have a fu-
ture that lasts.”
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Jalloul Building and Assabil fountain
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Ahmad Hashash

Hajj Ahmad al-Hoss, one of the nota-
ble personalities of the Assabil Commercial
Marketplace, recounts that the history of the
Jalloul building goes back about ninety years.
The building belongs to the Jalloul family, one
of the well-known and affluent families of
Tarik El-Jdideh, who also owns a gas station
in the neighborhood.

The Jalloul building is six stories tall, and
each floor houses a single apartment. Its
green, even windows and traditional architec-
ture make it a distinctive sight in the neigh-
borhood. All the residents in the building are
owners, not renters, a testament to the fact
that they are all from well-off families.

The building neighbors several other old
and venerable structures that are important
parts of the neighborhood’s history, such as
the Rabbat, Tamim and Houssami buildings.

The Assabil fountain is located at the bot-
tom of the Jalloul building. Around 80 years
ago, Hajj Rashed Doghan, in partnership with
the Jalloul family, built a basin and faucet to
bring up water from an underground spring lo-
cated there. The fountain served the needs of
neighborhood residents and provided drink-
ing water to passersby until its waters began
to dry up and stagnate. The former Mayor of
Beirut, Abdelmonim al-Ariss, attempted to
have it removed, but was faced with vigorous
protest by neighborhood residents, who took
it upon themselves to restore and repair the
fountain, eventually linking it to the supply of
the Beirut Water Company.
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The Samman building is located at the
end of As-Sabil Street, at the intersection
between Al-Bustani and Omar Beyhum
streets. It was built in 1961 on a plot of unde-
veloped land bought by Mahmoud al-Sam-
man, a Lebanese of Iragi origin, after whom
the building was named. A member of the
Barr wa lhsan Islamic charity association,
Mahmoud al-Samman also donated a sum of
his own money in order to build a mosque for
neighborhood residents, which immortalized
his name among them.

The building has seven stories and 33
apartments, all of which are rented, that is,
not available for sale. Most of its residents
are Lebanese, though there are also many
Palestinians. Residents are proud of the at-
mosphere of camaraderie, love and good
neighborliness that abounds in the building,
with many of them sharing ties of friendship
and kinship. The sense of intimacy and co-
operation among the neighbors is exemplary
of the ambiance that once prevailed over all
the old neighborhoods and traditional, pop-
ulist areas.
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Municipal
Stadium

Among the hubbub of voices in the cafe,
Hajj Abu Ahmad’s rises above them all. At
eighty years old, he sits in his habitual corner,
about him the usual circle of excited listeners
drawn to his stories and tales about his life.

Abu Ahmad recalls his memories of Tarik
El-Jdideh. “Once, this area was all sand.
Sand as far as the eye could see, all the way
to the prison, which carried the name of Sand
Prison. The area was known as the Farm of
the Arabs, and then the government con-
structed a road through here to link the sea
to the forest, and it became known as Tarik
El-Jdideh (the new road).”

Abu Ahmad draws a puff off his nar-
guileh, piled with Ajami tobacco, then goes
on. “When they established the prison | was
a member of the security forces, and | was
assigned to duty there. After that, they built
the Arab University during the days of the late
President Gamal Abdul Nasser.

At the beginning, the university was all of
one building, then they expanded it during
the civil war so that it included the old pris-
on building. They also built the Municipal
Stadium. During that period, a lot of families
flocked to the area: the Al-ltirs, the Sabras,
the Al-Burjawis, the Doughans, the Bashas
and the Barrajs. The different neighborhoods
became known after the names of the fam-
ilies who lived there, or were named after
certain events, such as the “Jewish” neigh-
borhood, after a story about a Jew who, for
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unknown reasons, fled the area down along
this street, or the Ain al-Bayda (White Spring)
neighborhood, where

you can find a spring of the sweetest
water I've ever tasted in my life, and it’s still
there, flowing underground

Ard Jalloul (Jalloul’s land) was once all or-
chards, and we used to sneak in to eat peas
and green fava beans and other vegetables,
and the coca-cola company opened up a
factory in the area, which gave its name to
the area called Cola. From the second floor
of any building you could see the sea or the
old airport where the Sports City Stadium
now stands. You could watch the propeller
planes landing in the airport. And the first
mosque that opened up here was the Imam
Ali Mosque.”

Abu Ahmad tells the story of the baker
Abu Hatti, once the only baker in the Tarik EI-
Jdideh-Sabra area. The whole neighborhood
would get its bread from his bakery. Women
would prepare their dough at home and Abu
Hatti would bake it for them in exchange for
some loaves to keep.

Abu Ahmad leans his slim body back-
ward, tired of talking, and ends his tale:
“What good days they were. People were
kind to one another and life was beautiful.
Ah, the old days.”
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The construction of the Makkawi building
dates back to 1953, when it was originally
built six stories tall. But because its founda-
tions were so strong, three additional stories
were built, adding another twelve apartments
of 270 square meters each to the building
between 1985 and 1986.

The original designer of the building was
Karol Schayer, a world-renowned Polish ar-
chitect. The building is notable for its mod-
ernist architectural features, such as round-
ed columns and horizontal openings, which
became prevalent with the use of reinforced
concrete as a building material.

The Makkawi family once owned the
building, and they also built the mosque
that bears their name. Likewise, the street
on which the building stands is also called
Makkawi Street. The Jalloul family eventually
bought the property and sold the apartments
to different families.

The Makkawi family worked at the Beirut
port, using horses for transport. They thus
appointed the first floor of the building to
stable horses. Later, it was renovated into a
residential apartment before it was sold.

Many important personalities have lived in
the building, such as a minister and deputy
from the al-Haidar family, the minister and
deputy Mohammad Ali Bazzi, and merchants
from the Ghrawi, Makkawi and Chehab fam-
ilies. Many stories, too, abound about the
building, such as the legend that every time
a column or foundation was erected, a gold
coin was placed at its base.
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The al-Rahma building was named af-
ter the man who built it, a Syrian from the
al-Rahma family who never lived there, ac-
cording to the story told by Hajj Khaled al-
Chamaa, among the building’s first residents
since it first came up in 1962. Unique due to
its size, the building is made up of two sec-
tions straddling two sides of an intersection.
Six stories tall, there are sixty apartments in
the building, making it a bustling and active
residential center.

Hajj al-Chamaa has been running a me-
chanics store in the building since 1970, and
he has borne witness to the neighborhood’s
evolution from a sandy road interspersed with
a few buildings and an orchard owned by the
Houri family, to a busy road dense with build-
ings and now known as Houri street. The Al-
Rahma building is equipped with an elevator,
two underground shelters and a large, mod-
ern parking lot.

Hajj Fouad Nahhas, Hajj al-Chamaa’s
neighbor, tells us that most of the building’s
residents own their apartments. There is a lot
of active buying and selling in the building,
which is a geographic landmark in the area,
having also managed to escape any major
damage in the civil war.

Lgaill o] drd daglifll o3 Cua
Lt @ dany Ul o drausiall (5)9 9.9
aal vdgasddl sl aall sgp Lo w130
Lgil . 197 olell o Lgill 3io Lguihla Jol
O ol Cn el G o 8338 dyli
La$ . grbll gblai Juaph oUs iy Grawd
1. puai guag wdlath Sow daylill g aiyi
gy 8 S J o gl Lgliy Lo da s
LAl Uclogal dlelai

<Liilisall lap dga il alall elliag
datas alall 5949 19V, pole 3io dylill s
ahni ey Guph 0o egiy gl Jgai
ol isyoall JI pusd liaug DL A =
olin caper by algn ailylidl ca il gyl
ssunoy doagll dglia jugai adg .sjeall
ol cihliall cadgog oalalasg .« uiligd
Ajghing Ipus puiel

alall jls oulEi slgs alall Lipaug
s s oublall ehes Gl dsesill
d4n b Led . oodllall g0 e donyll
Laleo Jii (og dalidl (o clpidlg gull
il Lgy gali el Sun vdshiall (s Lalien
Jmadl oo pidll




The bookshop was founded in 1958
near Hamad Street, having begun its life as
a small grocery store serving the residents
of Tarik El-ddideh. Then, about twenty years
ago, the grocery store expanded to become
a bookshop, specializing in old and rare
books. Abdallah Al-Halabi took over the ad-
ministration of the bookshop after his father,
Hussein Al-Halabi (Abou Nazmi), continuing
to collect books, until all the shelves and
corners of the bookshop were so crammed
with books, it became difficult to enter the
space. These days, Miss Lana Al-Halabi is
in charge of revitalizing the bookshop’s mer-
chandise and sales, and maintaining its cul-
tural splendor, by marketing its books and
participating in different local book fairs.
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The Foreign Armies cemetery in Tarik
El-Jdideh dates back to the period of the
Second World War, according to Abdallah
al-Halabi, who owns the bookshop near the
cemetery and is considered one of the au-
thorities on the history of the area.

Elias

Nassou

Al-Halabi explains that the graves belong
to soldiers from a number of different nation-
alities, including French, Tunisian, Moroccan,
Polish, British, Egyptian, and Indian soldiers.
The cemetery even includes graves of some
Lebanese, given that some soldiers remained
after the war, intermarrying with Lebanese
and having Lebanese families.

According to al-Halabi, the land on which
the cemetery was built is owned by the em-
bassies of the countries whose soldiers are
buried there, and every year, those embas-
sies hold commemoration ceremonies there
for their dead in accordance with their re-
spective rituals.

Every year, citizens from those countries
whose countrymen are buried in the ceme-
tery visit the graves of their relatives or ances-
tors. Some members of the United Nations
stationed in Lebanon also come to pay their
respects to their brothers-in-arms.

Beirut's commonwealth cemetery is no-
ticeable for its trimness and orderliness; it
is surrounded by trees lining either side of
the road that joins the Khashikji mosque to
Sabra and Ard Jalloul. During the Lebanese
civil war, there was some vandalism of the
graves, but they were all restored after the
end of the war.
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Abu Rabih leans tiredly on his cane, lifts
his woolen hat off his head and begins re-
counting his memories of the pine forest
known as Horsh Beirut. He looks at the com-
pany gathered around him and asks if anyone
can remember the song whose music was
composed by Ahmad Qaabour and written
by Abdo el-Basha. Someone reminds him of
the opening lines he’d been unable to recall:
“O Horsh... you remind me of the years of
plenty.”

Abu Rabih smiles and says: “It’s the fault
of old age. Ahmad Qaabour sang that song
after the Horsh was burned during the Israeli
invasion. My God, how many memories are
gathered in the Horsh.”

It was once known as Horsh el-Eid, or the
Horsh of Pines. We’d eagerly await the Eid to
be able to play on the swings and the ferris
wheels, to play catch and hide-and-go-seek,
to eat karabij, lupine beans, pickled turnips
and set off some fireworks.”

One elderly man calmly sips his coffee
and sighs, “Nothing like those old days! Abu
Adnan, do you remember when they would
have the Independence Day parade here?
And we’d run and hide among the trees to
watch it?”

Horsh Beirut

Abu Adnan nods and smiles quietly.
“Every tree here has its own story,” he says.
“It was under the big tree near the entrance
that | met Um Adnan for the first time.” The
listeners laugh as he adds, “Some people
measure the size of the place by the amount
of trees, while we measure it by the number
of memories.”

He tells us of the forest that once covered
over one million square meters of land. The
forest today, which was revitalized through a
partnership between Beirut municipality and
that of the lle de France, is barely 300,000
square meters, most of it covered by pine
trees, though there are also oaks, Eurasian
trees, olive trees and others.

And yet, even though the Horsh had
been revitalized, its gates remained closed to
Lebanese visitors and it was only after popu-
lar pressure mounted that it reopened again
to the public in 2015.

Abu Rabih accompanies the last of his
story with some dance moves, with Abu
Adnan encouraging him by waving his stick
to the rhythm as together they sing the song
about the Horsh: “I'd like to hear all the peo-
ple’s voices raised in pride... And he who
has waited patiently like you... has waited
patiently as Job.”
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Hajj Jamal recounts the story of the 1958
uprising against then-President Camille
Chamoun. The conflict arose between sup-
porters of the Baghdad Pact, backed by
President Chamoun, and supporters of the
United Arab Republic backed by regional
powers. Three martyrs were killed during the
ensuing crisis: Ibrahim al-Habbal, Daoud al-
Imam and Ali Hammoud. The graves of those
three martyrs were the first in the area. Here,
Samir, another elderly gentleman, interrupts
to tell his own story:

“I'was 11 years old on the day lbrahim
al-Habbal was killed. A group of us boys were
gathering bullet casings off the ground so we
could sell them later, and Ibrahim grabbed
me by the ear, saying: ‘This is a dangerous
place. Don’t come here anymore.’

“The whole area here was one big space.
There were no roads dividing it, and as we’d
make our way toward the Pine Forest, we’'d
observe the graves of the Polish, French and
British soldiers, which were interspersed with
the graves of some Muslim soldiers. Some of
us were thrilled at the sight, and others, like
me, trembled with fear (laughing). The area
here united us even in death”.

Horsh Beirut
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Project design, implementation, and supervision.
Provided training in effective communication to the youth.

Project design, provided training on public spaces
to the youth and supervised their work.

lorahim Balhas, Elias Nassour, Ahmad Hashash,

Ahmad Dandach, Mohammad Younis, Hussein Younis,
Fadia Younis, Hanane Hamandi, Rami Hamandi,

Joumana Hamandi, Rayane Abdallah, Zaher Houry,

Ziad Dakroub, Abed Agha, Ali Hammoud, Fatima Ghaliyini,
Lamis al-Aaraj, Lilyana Sakr, Maya Slim,

Mohammad El Sheikh, Mohammad Damaj,

Mohammad Saadeh, Mohammad Saifane,

Mariam EI Amine, Najia Agha, Nader Najjar,

Youssef Agha, Tina Najia, Zeina Zamzam.

Nahnoo and Naji Assi, December 2015.
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